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Introduction
God operates in seasons which Scripture calls ‘Kairos.’ In every Kairos, there is a download of revelation to advance the kingdom. The word is unveiled & the eyes of our understanding are opened to hidden spiritual reality. One of the outstanding revelations of the Apostolic Season is that of Grace – understandably so. I am of the opinion there are 5 major Functions of Grace while others say 6 because they separate 1 and 2. 

Please keep this principle in mind as I introduce and define these 5 FUNCTIONS of Grace – when you know the purpose or function of something you get to place a value on it and when you value it, you appreciate it. Does a two-year old know the purpose/reason/function of money? No! Do you think they ascribe value to it? No! Do you think they appreciate/treasure it? No! This principle is foundational and works across life. In the area of our relationships – parents, spouses, children, teachers, leaders – when we genuinely understand their form & function; their design & purpose we place a value and we celebrate them. So, it is with resources like water, air, food, car, houses, money, education, careers, business…Right?

If we are to value grace and appreciate it, then we must know the various forms & functions of grace!

1. Common Grace
Matthew 5:43-45, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.’[NIV]. 

This is the grace that God, the Father bequeaths to all his children whether they love and serve him or not. If you are an atheist, you could plant a seed, and it will produce a harvest like it does for a son of God. There is a lesson here for us: remove the prejudices we inherited and developed through life that denominates/classifies people upon which we determine how to respond. Maybe it’s a good time to examine our attitudes, words and actions if they based on race, religion or social status. If we treat people based on these categories, we have not yet understood the common grace of the Father!

2. Prevenient Grace 
John 6:44, “No one can come to me [Christ] unless the Father who sent me draws them, [to me] and I will raise them up at the last day.’ [NIV]. 

The word ‘prevenient’ means ‘that which goes ahead and prepares the way.’ It is the Father who nudges - reaches out and provides the opportunity/creates the awareness of Christ through dreams, visions, sermons, testimonies, creation, etc. I asked someone recently how she came to Christ. She said in her dream the night before she saw a white man with a beard. The next day when they needed the services of a police officer guess who shows up? The white man with a beard and besides attending to their call, he tells them that the Lord sent him to them – prevenient grace! Charlu felt a tug on her dress! When she goes up to their son, Zach if it was him, he says no. It is Peter calling you to Christ. Atheist Astronauts/Scientists – like Reid Wiseman – became believers when they saw the glory, splendour and ingenuity of Creation. Do you know that Scripture says, ‘the heavens declare the glory of God, and the skies proclaim the work of His hands.’ 

Calvinists separate the two graces because they believe that prevenient grace is only for those elected or selected to be saved. We believe that prevenient grace is common to all people. It is not God’s will for any to perish but all come to salvation.

3. Saving Grace
Ephesians 2:8-9, ‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.’ [NIV]. 

This is the grace of God that rescue, redeem and regenerate the orphan separated from His Father to becoming a son in the family of God. As orphans we were alienated and separated but this saving grace reconciles us because it meets the demands of God’s Holiness through the forgiveness of sins by the blood of Christ. The sons of God are the new species of human race on the earth. Adoption complete and spiritual life is initiated.

4. Sanctifying Grace
Titus 2:11-12, ‘For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. 12 It trains us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age.’ [NET].

Sanctifying grace restores the image and likeness of the Father that has been marred. It is a grace that develops and trains a son of God in righteousness until we are Christ-like. Through the Holy Spirit, this grace in us produces the 9-fold fruit of love, joy, peace, temperance, kindness, gentleness, goodness. Our character, conversations, motives, appetites, culture is completely overhauled. The mistake we make is do this on own strength – we will fail miserably. But co-operate with the Spirit and see the Sanctifying Grace of God turn into the best version of yourself.

5. Sustaining Grace
2 Corinthians 12:7-10, ‘But he said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.’ [NKJV]. 
When we go through the darkest days of our lives, our backs against the wall and we feel it is all over. When we feel overwhelmed, defeated, lonely and weak then a special measure of God’s diverse Grace called Sustaining Grace is imputed to us. Most of our testimonies are about how we endured the valleys of hell & overcame!

6. Stewardship Grace/Enabling Grace/Serving Grace
In this season we have come understand this Grace more clearly and experience more definitely. These are gifts of grace to advance your God-given assignment exponentially. It is sometimes referred to as the unfair advantage available to sons of God. It gives you the edge!

1 Peter 4:7-11, ‘But the end of all things is at hand; therefore, be serious and watchful in your prayers. 8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.’

1 Corinthians 15:9-10, ‘For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me’[NIV]

Notice that Paul did not say here, ‘I am who I am,’ – that refers to our identity. We are the sons of God through saving grace. He is not talking of about saving grace in this context. He is referring to the ‘what I am,’ – and that is a steward of the purposes of God on the earth. With regards to his work, he then says I work harder but it is not really me but the grace of God in me. Which means there is an upgrade in ability/power! Think about upgrades for a moment? The phone or wifi – all to improve life and make it more efficient.

Conclusion
Colossians 1:6, ‘This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace’ [NLT].

The most common word used among Christians is Grace yet is the most misunderstood of all concepts. How can I say that? Lives are not changed! Through this series, I hope we can fully understand the Grace of God to us. By the Spirit take the Lego parts and fit them together until you get it! Moses earnestly desired:

Exodus 33:13, ‘Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people’ [NKJV].
